Proposal of the initiative  One Year for the Future 

By adopting Resolution 65/151 in December 2010, the General Assembly of the United Nations decided to declare 2012 the International Year of Sustainable Energy for All[1]. All organisations of the United Nations should undertake all efforts to ensure access to energy to all people and to protect the environment by using traditional energy sources, clean technologies and newer energy sources. 
Using sustainable energies creates new jobs, promotes security, protects the climate and supports the economy in accordance with the ecosystem. 
The International Year of Sustainable Energy is meant to initiate nothing less than a historic shift towards global use of clean energy [2]. A roadmap for achieving these goals will be presented at the Rio +20 conference in Brazil in June 2012. The concept of the present initiative is designed to contribute to that end. 
Status:

At present, about 1.5 to 2 billion people live without secure supply of electric power. Undoubtedly, these basic services are absolutely crucial to ensure a healthy life and sustainable economic development of the community. There are plenty of initiatives to alleviate such deficits, mostly through lighting systems powered by solar energy [3], to guarantee water supply through photovoltaic or wind-powered pumps, as well as many other examples. 
Yet in most cases such programmes depend on external funds and project schemes. Rarely will they be based on the concerned persons’ own initiative. This form of implementation is in contrast with experiences that have been confirmed over and over, and which have become a guideline for many donor countries: Helping others to help themselves is the most valuable and sustainable form of aid.
This is the starting point of the “One Year for the Future” initiative. It has been founded by an interdisciplinary team with members from several nations, grouped around German-Syrian energy expert and author Achmed A. W. Khammas. The idea is based upon the system of a voluntary social year, which is practised already with great success, e.g. in Germany and Austria [4]. Similar programmes are run in other countries, too. However, they are not yet rolled out on a global scale, nor are they supervised by the United Nations.
The Target: 

In the One Year For The Future initiative, young people in disadvantaged, undersupplied regions of our earth shall be given the opportunity to make a significant contribution to better quality of life in their respective community before they set up their own family, for example by switching from toxic kerosene lamps to solar-electric systems. 
This is implemented by using the services rendered during a voluntary year as foundation for the build-up of equity for the community. The accrued stock capital will be used to finance the introduction of new and sustainable energy systems, from which the stakeholders should benefit themselves. The concrete decisions will be taken by the community itself after consideration of the local needs, and it will be the community’s task to supervise the implementation of the projects. 
Implementation:

The implementation will be carried out through local competence teams under the supervision of the involved UN organisations, which will also define the details of the start-up financing. All this will be organized jointly with those countries that declare their readiness to take the lead in translating the idea into practice. If requested, the initiative’s team will be pleased to submit further considerations and proposals on the general outlines, the financing and implementation of the project.   
The advantages of this initiative can be seen at four levels: 
1. At the level of the individual: 

The voluntary year increases the self-assertiveness of young adults, ensuring them a respected place within the community. Practical work experience will form a useful basis for a professional career. In team work, technical and social competencies will be fostered, contributing to a visible improvement in the immediate social environment. The program will also enhance active participation of the individual in constructing an efficient, environment-friendly economic development within the community, especially in the area of sustainable and renewable energies. 
2. At community level:

The target-oriented integration of individual services, as well as the accrual of community-shared capital stock will promote the change towards sustainable energy. The responsibility stays with the local decision-making and will not be implemented “from outside”. The initiative will therefore be able to contribute to the formation of the civil society, which is still absent in many countries; it will also foster all those grassroots structures that are necessary for such a civil society, such as trade unions, citizen initiatives or associations. 
3. At state level:

Improvements in the living conditions of an increasing part of the population, as well as the reduction of the need for public help will strengthen the economic and political independence of the state; it will also contribute to decentralisation, which is equally important. 
4. At global level:

Clearly visible positive effects will stimulate fruitful copying and transferral to other communities. Successful, locally anchored single projects will combine to a general trend which will become relevant for the entire world community. 
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